
Year 1 – What was Life Like 50 years ago in Handsworth and for our Grandparents?

Vocabulary

century one hundred years

decade ten years

childhood the ages between 3 and 12 years

grandparent the parents of your mother or 
father

growing up to grow in size, age and 
experience

in the past the time before now

modern the present time, now.

now, 
nowadays

in the present time, the time you 
are in

old when someone is 60 years old

timeline a line to show the order of 
events 

year a period of 365 days.

young early part of life,  a baby to 3 
years

Key facts

Some key differences between childhood in 
the 1950s/1960s and today:

• Our grandparents were children in the 
1950s and 1960s.

• Not everyone had a television. The screen 
was just black and white. Children often
listened to the radio.

• Kitchens looked very different.

• Children played with Sindy dolls, lego, 
action men and Scalextric.

• Children usually played outside on their own 
or with their friends.

• At school children learned the ‘three Rs’ of 
‘Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic’. 

Timeline

.

1892
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2022
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Lego

Sindy doll

1960s kitchen
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National Treasures 

• The Queen
• BBC

Big Ideas

Similarity and difference

Prior Learning

My family - EYFS

Rights and Global Goals

Global 
Goals

number 4 – quality education

Rights 27 - home
28 – education
31 – play


