In the year 570, Arabia was sandwiched between three powerful empires.
These three empires were about to be surprised. They were not expecting
something big to happen in Arabia.

There are many stories about Muhammad as a child. Historians cannot be
certain about exactly which details are true. But historians do know quite a lot
about how people lived in Makkah and in other parts of Arabia.

In Arabia before the birth of Muhammad, no kings or emperors ruled in Arabia.
A group of leading clansmen made the important decisions. there were no
judges, law courts or laws. Some Arabs wanted change.

In the year 610, Muhammad spent the night in a cave in Mount Hira. Muslims say
that while he was there, he received messages from God. At first, Muhammad
shared the messages with only a few. These were the first Muslims. These
followers believed that the messages were revelations from God. Together, this
little group of followers practised the religion of Islam. After about five years,
Muhammad started to preach to more people. Some clansmen were worried.

Now things grew difficult for the Muslims. By around 618, neither the Muslims,
nor anyone who continued to protect Muhammad could marry, tfrade, join a
caravan or even buy food in the markets of Makkah. The Muslims did not give
up. Muhammad knew that his followers would be safe in Aksum and so he sent
some Muslims there.

One day in the year 620, Muhammad was preaching to the pilgrims in Makkah.
In the crowd were six pilgrims from Yathrib. The six pilgrims went home to
Yathrib and spread Muhammad's message further. Muhammad settled in Yathrib
and built a Muslim community there. In 628, Muhammad decided lead his
followers back to Makkah, as a pilgrim. Muhammad managed to negotiate a truce
with the leaders of the Quraysh. In spring 629, Muhammad and the pilgrims
entered Makkah.
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Vocabulary

betraying
dominated

followers

heritage

idols

Kaaba

nomad
pagan
pastoral
pilgrimage
pilgrims
preach

recite

. revelations

shrines
scorned

fruce

to not be loyal or faithful to
have power and influence over.

people who support and admire a
particular person or set of ideas.
something that one believes, thinks, or
does that comes from one's family or
ethnic background; tradition.

an image or representation of a god used
as an object of worship

a building in the courtyard of the Great
Mosque in Mecca, to which Muslims make a
yearly pilgrimage

living a life on the move

a person who practices a religion that
worships many gods

(of land) used for the keeping

or grazing of sheep or cattle.

a usually long trip undertaken for religious
purposes

someone who takes a trip to a holy place
for a religious purpose

publicly proclaim or teach (a religious
message or belief)

to speak the words of from memory and in
front of others

a surprising and previously unknown fact
that has been disclosed o others

a sacred place or object that is devoted
to a holy person or god

a feeling of hatred for someone or
something thought of as worthless

an agreement when two sides agree to
stop fighting
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